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THE ANCIENT CEMETERY AT MIGDAL HA-‘EMEQ
(EL-MUJEIDIL)

AYELET TATCHER AND ZVI GAL
(Pp. 1%-47%)

The ancient site of Migdal Ha-‘Emeq is located
at the western end of the Nazerat mountain
range, in the northern part of the city of
Migdal Ha-‘Emeq (el-Mujeidil; map ref. NIG
2234/7315, O1G 1734/2315; Fig. 1). In a survey
conducted at the site by Raban, he notes the
location of the ancient settlement, of which
only a very small part currently remains, and
numerous tombs, winepresses and various rock-
hewn installations that were discovered on the
slope descending toward Nahal Zevi.

In 1990-1991, we excavated 16 tombs, which
together with the 11 tombs previously excavated
by Getzov, Avshlom-Gorni and Mugqari, present
a picture of a diverse cemetery that served the
ancient settlement in Migdal Ha-‘Emeq.

The cemetery includes rock-hewn tombs
that were used during the Hellenistic, Roman,
Byzantine and Early Islamic periods. However,
based on an analysis of the tomb types (Plans
1-7) and the finds (Figs. 2-26), it seems that
the majority of the tombs were used in the
Roman and Byzantine periods; a secondary
use was made of them during the Mamluk and
Ottoman periods.

The tombs can be divided into two groups:
an early group, including Tombs AH, M (early
phase), Z and L (early phase), and a later group,
including Tombs M (late phase), L (late phase),
Al, S, AF and P. The tombs of the early group
have a square, rock-hewn courtyard that led

to a single or multiple burial complex. In the
walls, on both sides of the opening to the main
chamber, kokhim were hewn, and in the wall
opposite the opening a kokh or a chamber with a
standing pit was cut. Usually the opening to the
these tombs was sealed with a roll-stone, and
for this purpose an elongated recess was hewn
in front of the opening. The plans of the tombs
of the later phase vary, some are a developed
arcosolium with 3—4 burial troughs arranged
inside it. The tombs’ opening was frequently
sealed with a roll-stone, although sometimes
other methods were utilized. These tombs date
to the fourth—fifth centuries CE, based on the
finds.

Based on the plan of the tombs, the ossuary
that was found in Tomb AD, the lamp decorated
with a menorah in Tomb U and the lamps
with the broken discus, it seems the cemetery
at Migdal Ha-‘Emeq belonged to a Jewish
settlement that existed there in the Roman and
Byzantine periods.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location of the excavations in Migdal
Ha-‘Emeq.

Plan 1. Tomb AH.

Fig. 2. Oil lamp from Tomb AH.

Plan 2. Tomb M, plan and section.

Fig. 3. Finds from Tomb M.
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Plan 3. Tomb Z, plan and sections.

Fig. 4. Oil lamp from Tomb Z.

Plan 4. Tombs P and L, plan and sections.

Fig. 5. Pottery from Tomb L.

Fig. 6. Oil lamp from Tomb L.

Fig. 7. Glass vessels from Tomb L.

Fig. 8. Small finds (1-7) and stone vessels (8,
9) from Tomb L.

Fig. 9. Finds from Tomb AD.

Fig. 10. Pottery (1-7, 9, 10) and a roll-stone (8)
from Tomb Y.

Fig. 11. Glass vessels (1-6) and metal finds
(7-11) from Tomb Y.

Plan 5. Tomb Al, plan and section.

Fig. 12. Finds from Tomb Al

Fig. 13. Finds from Tomb U.

Plan 6. Tomb S, plan and sections.

Fig. 14. Pottery cooking pots from Tomb S.
Fig. 15. Oil lamps from Tomb S.

Fig. 16. Glass vessels (1-3) and small finds
(4-7) from Tomb S.

Fig. 17. Finds from Tomb X.

Fig. 18. Finds from Tomb B.

Fig. 19. Glass finds from Tomb B.

Fig. 20. Small finds from Tomb B.

Plan 7. Tomb AF, plan and sections.

Fig. 21. Finds from Tomb AF.

Fig. 22. Samaritan lamp from Tomb N.
Fig. 23. Finds from Tomb P.

Fig. 24. Finds from Tomb A.

Fig. 25. Finds from Tomb V.

Fig. 26. Color plate.

Fig. 27. Winepress, looking south.

Plan 8. Winepress, plan and sections.
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